
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE                        CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION102ndUnited States
of America

Senate
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2003

108th

HEALTHY FOREST RESTORATION ACT MAKES SENSE
Could have prevented losses like those in Utah’s Dixie National Forest

U.S. Senator Robert Bennett

SEN. BENNETT: In 1991, a forest health aerial
detection survey was made in Utah that discovered
the bark beetle in certain parts of the Dixie National
Forest.  Forest health specialists advised that it might
be necessary to suppress the epidemic by removing
some of the infested trees and thinning some of the
standings.  The Sidney Valley Recovery Project, as
it was called, was a strategy to suppress the spread of
the epidemic into that area.

As soon as this was announced, three different
environmental groups filed appeals of the project and,
naturally, it was delayed while those appeals were
heard.  Finally, after the delay, the Forest Service was
upheld, and the appeals were examined and found to
be without merit.  The Southern Utah Wilderness
Alliance chose to file a suit in federal court.  There
were the typical delays connected with litigation, and
the federal court finally threw out the lawsuit.

There were appeals to begin with, which were
disavowed, and then a lawsuit.  When that was
disavowed, the forest managers could go ahead with
the effort to protect the forest.  The only trouble was,
at that point, too much time had passed to stave off
the infestation and the trees were destroyed.

If you drive through the Dixie Forest, which I
have done, it almost makes you sick at how terribly
decimated the forest has become.  The only reason it
is destroyed is that the Forest Service professional
managers, trained in dealing with these kinds of
epidemics, were prevented by special interest groups
from going in there until it was too late. I would

suspect there were mailings made in these environ-
mental groups saying: Help save the Dixie Forest
from the people who would build roads.

Well, they saved the Dixie Forest from the people
who might put in logging roads, but they killed it in
the process. The epidemic has now spread and there
is no stopping it. There is no going back. There is no
saying, let’s reverse this. The trees are dead and the
Dixie Forest is a blight. The people who live there
and know how to take care of these things are sick at
heart at what has been done, while those special
interest groups, most of whose members do not live
in Utah, can claim victory.  Well, they cannot claim
victory in the lawsuit because they lost the lawsuit.
They can only claim victory if their goal was to
destroy the forest.  It is summarized by one of the
former managers of the Dixie Forest who says, ‘It
leaves us with the strategy of win the lawsuit, lose the
forest.’  I have a terrible time understanding why
people who claim to be ‘friends’ of the forest, ‘friends’
of the environment, end up producing this kind of
result.

Fortunately, the Dixie Forest has not yet caught
fire. But the trees are just as dead either way.  The
blight is there either way.  We may have been spared
the devastation of fire for the communities around
the Dixie, but we have not been spared the devasta-
tion of the epidemic that has destroyed this portion of
the Dixie Forest.  I applaud the administration for this
healthy forest initiative and am pleased with its
overwhelming support.


